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S* MAaTrTH. VII. 15,16. 


Beware of falſe Prophets, which come to you in Shoeps 
clothing , but imwardly they are ravenmg Wolves. te 
ſhall know them by their Fruats. 


SF we were to judge of the nature 
of ( briſtianity by the deligns and 
ractices of ſome, who would be 
thought the only true and Ca- 
thalick Chriſtians, we ſhould 
have no great reaſon to eſteem ir 
; our honour to be called by his Name, who firſt 
brought this Religion into the world. For if the 

{ hriſtian Religion. did indeed juſtihe all the fraud 

and treachery , the miſchief and cruelty which 

hath been either acted or deſigned by men under 
| the glorious pretence of advancing theinterelt of 
the (atholick ( burch , we might better chooſe 
not to be ( briſtians, than to be ſuch men: Be- 


—— — —— _ 
—— — 


cauſe whatever Religion overthrows the com- 
A2 mon 
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mon principles and duties of humane nature, 


ſuch as thoſe of Cilvit obedience , ' integrity and 
humanity are , cannot be fappoſed a Religion 
proper . toe God tor Gunn ; W "wy 
reat end in Religions co wnprove and: rectific 
| Arte rodebauch or corrupe the diſpoſitions of 
men. Men need no Religion to inſtrutt them 
in the arts of deceiving, the contrivances of ma- 
lice, or the methods of revenge ; ſuch fruits as 
theſe ſpring up too eaſily in our corrupt and de- 
generate natures, which need no great force or 
improvement to bring them forth : But when 
the warmth of the Sun ſhall be joyned with the 
fruicfulneſs of the ſoil, when men are encoura- 
ged to purſue their own natural inclinations by 
the moſt powerful motives of Religion, whar 
bounds can be ſetto the growth and increaſe of 
theſe accurſed fruits ? Of all Religions in the 
world, we might have thought the Chriſtian leaſt 
lyable to be abuſed to ſuch ill purpoles; for ir 
was one of Machiavel's quarrels againſt Chriſti- 
aniry, that by irs precepts of meckneſs and pati- 
ence, it rendred men unkrt for ſuch great under- 
takings, which could not be accompliſhed with- 
out {omething of cruelry and inhumanity ; 
whereas the old Religions by the multitude of 
Sacrifices did inure men to blood and deftruci- 
on, and ſo .made them fitter for any enterpriſe. 


And Machiavel was certainly in the right, if Re- 
ligion 
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ligion were intended only to make men Butchers : 
ox toinftrudt them in the Uſe of Swords and Gun- 
powder. Nay, the Religion of Mabomet is in this 
reſpect to be very much preferred before the 
Chriſtian, for that makes it not only lawful to 
deſtroy thoſe of a different Religion, bur enrolls 
them for Martyrs that dye in the Field, and 
makes the blood of enemies as meritgrious, as 
we dothat of the Croſs. But that is reſervedas 
the peculiar honour of the Chriſtian Religion, 
thatit commands-the ſubduing all- the bruitifh: 


and _— inclinations of men to a&s-of re-" 


venge and cruelty ; that it reſtores humane na- 
ture to it ſelf by its precepts of meeknels, mercy, 
peaceableneſs ; and. univerſal charity, ; that. it 
advances it to a divine nature by the imitation 
of God himſelf, in ſhewing kindaeſs to enemies, 
and oyercoming evil with good. This is the 
Religioneſtabliſhed by our Lord and; Saviour in 
this excellent Sermon on the Mount, wherein 
the ſcope and deſign of Chriſtianity is delivered 
with the greateſt plainneſs and perſpicuity ; 
which ( if it be poſſible for us to judge of his 


meaning, by the cleareſt expreſſions) was far - 


enough from being the ſetting up a Monarchy 
in the Church to which all the Kings of the Chri- 
ſtian world are by their Baptiſm bound to.yaik 
their Crowns, and lay their Scepters at irs feex, ; 
or incaſe they de nor, that them this Spiritual 
| A} Monarch 
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Monarch may excommunicate, depoſe, and de 
prive Princes of their Goverment, and difſ6\ve' 
all the-obligations between their Subjects 'and* 


. them; and make it lawful for them ro depoſc 


13, 14» 


Mate 7-24+ ; rock : 


them : We find not the leaſt footftep of any 
thing tending this way, where-our Saviour [peaks 
moſt advantageoufly Concerning the honour of 
his Diſciples; which honour he repreſents by 
things which fer forth' their uſefulneſs in com- 
mon : Ne are the Salt of the earth, ye are the light of the 


Matth. 5- World, and not by ſetting up one above all the reſt, 
far above all Principalities and Powers,tco whom Kings 


and Princes, and all People are bound to be ſub- 
jet, if they regard their {alvation. If any ſuch 
thing as this had been ſo material a part of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, as ſome imagine, if ir had 
been ſo neceſſary to ſalvation, it is fomewhar 
ſtrange, that aka our Bleſſed Saviour gave [6 
many directions in order to ſalvation he ſhould 
give not lo much asthe leaſt intimation concera- 
mg this. And yert he ſaith, at the end of this Ser- 
men, Every one that beareth theſe [ayings of mine , and 
doth them, is like unto a wiſe man that built his houſe upon 
- not ſuper hanc Petram, i e. according to the 
Roman Gloſs , upon the Popes Authority; bur 
upon ſuch a firm foundation as will never fail 
kim. And what is it which our Saviour endea- 
vours to perſwade men to, in order to ſo firm a 
ſettlement of their minds againſt all the aflaults 

| of 


057) 
of perſecutions ?, Viz; to humility, meeknefs; 
goodneſs, univerſal holineſs, to the love of God 
and mankind, to ſincerity in devotion, depen- 
dance- on Providence, prayer, and doing as we 
would be done by : this 1s the ſubſtance'of the 
Chriſtian Law delivered by the Son of God; than 
which nothing can be imagined more contrary t9 
the Spirit of Faction and diſobedience, of cru- 
ety and revenge, and that'covered over with a 
pretence of zeal for Religion. Bur he whogave 
theſe excellent precepts, did foreſee, that there 
would ariſe men- who ſhowld preach and propbeſie in his 
Name, and in his Name caſt out Devils, and do wonder- 
fal works: that yer for all their fair ſhews and 
pretences 0 the world ſhouhd be ofa temper and 
diſpoſition direaly _ ro the Goſpel; and 
therefare t© was neceflary for all Chriſtians , as 


they valued their own welfare, to have an eyeto- 


them, leſt they ſhould be deceived by them: 


which- is the meaning of our Saviour in theſe 
words ; Beware of falſe Prophets which come to you in © 
Sheeps clothmg, but inwardly they are ravenmg Wolves', 


by their. fruits ye ſhall know them. Wherein- we 
have theſe ewe things: conſiderable. 


i: The Cautiongiven, Beware of falſe: Prophets, . 
together with the ground of that Caution, For: 
they come to. you in Sheeps clothing, . but inmaxdly are ras 


rvening Wolves. 


2. The Rule laid down: whereby we are: 
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to judge of them : ®y their fruits ye ſhall know 

them, 
-' 4. The Caution given, Beware of falſe Pro: 
phets, There were two ſorts of deceivers our 
Saviour gives his Difciples particular caution 
Mat,24.24, againſt, viz. falſe Chriſt and falſe Prophets ; the falſe 
( riſts were thoſe who pretended that they were 
the perſons. who were foretold by the Prophets 
that thould come for the redemprion of his Peo- 
Mar, 24.5.Ple ; for many ſhall come in my Name, ſaying , 1 am 
(nit, .and ſhall deceive many. © Not as though they 
pretendedro be.{ent by Chriſt, but thatthey would 
aſſume ro themlclves the Dignity and Authority 
of the rrue Mefſias; 'and of this ſort, there were 
many .that :arole among rhe Jews , . ſuch as 
Theudas, FJouathas, Barchochebas, and many.-others, 
Burt beſzdestheſe, rhere were falſe Prophets, ſome 
of which did openly oppole-Chriftianity;-luch as 
Atts 13. 6. that Bar-Jeſus mentioned (in-the 4fts; but there 
were achers-who prevended to own Chriſtianity, 
Mat. 7-21- and to propheſie in the Name of Chriſt, whom 
2 Pet. 2. 1. St. Peter calls falſe Teachers; and whom St, Paw 
deſcribes by the fame character that our Saviour 
here doth : But 1 know that aſter my. departing ſhall 
A.20.29; grievous Wolves enter in among you , net ſparing the 
30* flock : alſo of yur own ſelves ſhall men ariſe ,- Jpeake 
mg perverſe thmgs jto draw diſciples after them ; whom 
he elſewhere lets forth by their Sheeps dothing;; 
Rom, 16. Whenche fauh,thatby good words oh fur fhiacin they 
i eceive 


—— — 
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deceive the bearts of the ſimple, whom he calls falſe 

Apoſtles, deceitful workers transforming themſelves into 2 <0: _ 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt : which carryed fo fair a ſhew * 

and appearance among the people, that Sr. Paal 

was very full of jealoutie and apprehenſion con- 

cerning them, leit they ſhould by degrees draw 

away Nis Diſciples from the ſimplicity of the 

Goſpel of Chrilt. For I am jealons over you, faith 

he, with godly jealouſie ; but I fear leſt by any means v. 2. 3. 
as the Serpent beguiled Eve through bis ſubtilty , ſo your 

minds ſhould be corrupted from the ſumplicity that us in 

(Chriſt. It may ſeem ſtrange, that after the Apo- 

ſtles had with ſo much care and diligence plant- 

ed the Goſpel of Chriſt in ſeveral Churches, they 

ithould exprefs ſo much fear as they did, ( and 
eſpecially St. Paul) of their being to ſoon cor- 

rupted by theſe falſe Teachers; as he doth, 

not only of the Corinthians , but: of the Galatians * _ 
too. Imarvel, ſaith*he, that ye 'are ſo ſoon 'renso: Gal. 1. 6, 
ved" from him that calle you into the grace o Ari 

And © fooliſh Cralatians, who hath bewitched you that 3+ 7+ 
ou ſhould not obey the truth ? and of the Epheſians, 

That we henceforth be no-more ( bildren tofſed"to and Eph. 4. 14. 
fro, and carried about with every wind of doftrine, by the 

ſleight of men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lye 

m wait to deceive : and of the Coloſsians, Beware leſt Coloſ.2. 8. 
ary man ſpoil you through Philoſophy and <vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men , after the rudiments of the 
world, andinot after Chriſt. And Let n» man beouile 18+ 
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you of your reward in. a voluntary bunulity. and wor ſhips 
Heb. 13.9. Puig of Angels : and of the Hebrews, Be not carried 
about with diverſe and ftrange dottrines. But we ſhall 
tee this great Caution, delivered here firſt by our 
Saviour, and afterwards by his Apoſtles, was no 
more than neceſſary, it we conſider under what. 
rerences they came, and what Arts and Methods 
-Yra falle Teachers uſed to delude and ſcduce 

the people. 

1. They pretended to the ame infallible Spi- 
rit which the Apoſtles had. And this may be 
the reaſon, why our Saviour dath nat here call 
them falſe Teacbers, but-falſe Prophets. For Pra- 
phecy in its proper notion doth not relate to fu- 

8. Chryſ. in tyre events, but trodivine [n{piration. So S, ( brys 
ou Cor. ſoſtom ſaith Tera is the ſame with wpuohe , 
03% a Prophet ſaith he, is the ſame with Gods interpreter : 

ſo the word Tepprleuey 15 uſed in Greek Authors, 

_— asin the Author of the Book de Mundo, Texgnleuar 
wt is rendered by Apuleius effari. ceteris ;, and Feſtus 
Plur-de def-(aith,that the Latines called thoſe Prophets, which 
Liciznin Were oraculorum interpretes ; and {o the Hebrew 
Fir. Phil. words arc taken in the ſame {enle without any 
relation to foretelling things rtocome. So Moſes 

Exed. 7. 1.15 {aid to: be a Gad.to Pharaoh, and Aaron thy Gro. 
ther ſhall be thy Prophet :. 5, e. thy interpreter. A. 

Gen. 20. 7+ brahankis called a Prophes, and. the Patriarchs are all 


Pſalm 105. Called Prophets, in regard that Divine Revelations 
I5- were more common before the written Law : 


but 
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burthe reaſon why the name of Prophecy came 
to be reſtrained to the predition of things ts 
come, was becaule furure events lying nas. out 
of the reach of mens knowledge, the fore-relling 
of thele was looked upon as the greateſt evi- 
dence of divine inſptration. Bur m the New 
Teſtament propheſying is often raken for the 
gift of interpreting the hard places of rhe Old 
Teſtament, as Themiſtins calls one that interpre- 
ted rhe hard places in Ariſtotle, Feypiray 'Mexporiae: , Themift 
thence ProphelyirF is reckoned among the 
ſpiricual gifts; and fo thefe falſe Prophets were t Cor. 12- 
not men who pterended to fore-rall fature evems, 10+ 
but ro the aſhſtance of an infallible Spir, in 
giving the ſenſe of Scripture, and by this pre- 
rence they transformed themlelves mto the Apv- 
files of Chriſt, giving out that they emjoyedequal 
priviledges with them : whereby three thmgs 
may . be obſerved which deletve our conftdera- 
t30N, 
1. That nothing is more eaſic, than for falſe 
Teachers to pretend to an infallible Spirit, (ach 
whom our Saviour and his Apoſtles did warn 
men eſpecially agamſt, prerended 'to be _— 
and Apoſtles, and to know the mind of Chriſt ber- 
ter than they who truly had the affiſtance of 
the Holy Ghoſt. Some think tbe bare pretence 
to Tafallbility ought in [wb a divided ſlate , 
the (hriftian word to be entertained as the br 
: B 2 - expedient 
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expedient to end (ontroverſies , "and that Church 
which ao:h alone challenge it , ought on that 
| account to be ſubmitted to, as though the moſt 
| confident pretenders were to be ſooneſt beliey- 
| ed: ſothey will be, do what we can, by the 
| weakeſt ſort of mankind, but by none who have 
and uſetheir judgements. If bare pretenceswere 
__ ſufficient, Simon Magus did bid the faireſt ro-be 
4.4 =r- Flead of the ( burch, tor he pretended to be Gods 
To Vicar upon earth, or the divine Power ſent down from 
Heaven, which none of the Apoſtles pretended 
| | to. - Why then did nbt the Chriſtian Church 
| ſubmit to Montans his Miracles , when no other 
Chriſtians pretended to ſuch an immediate in- 
ſpiration as he, did 2. And certainly Priſca and 
Maximilla were better Oracles, than a Crueifix was 
to a late Pope. If there be any thing beyond a 
bare pretence to an infallible Spirit , we defire 
ro ſee better argumenzsfor it, than the falſe A4pos 
ſtles could produce for theirs ; if there be.no- 
thing but a bare pretence, we muſt leave the Pope 
and Quakers to diſpute it out. 97 50h 
. 2., That the pretence 40 Divine- Infpiration 
is very;dangerous to the Chriftian Church. : For 
we ſee what miſchief it did in the Apoſtolical 
times, when there was a true infallible Spirit in 
| the Apoſtles of Chriſto diſcover 'and conture it, 
yet notwithſtanding all the care and diligence of 
the Apoſtles many were ſeduced by it. For _ 
F who 
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who havethe leaſtground, do commonly uſe the 
greateſt confidence, and denounce ll and dam- 
nation the loonelt to thoſe who deſpile and re- 
ject them. Which being expreſled with agrim 
countenance and a terrible accent, ſtartles and 
ſhakes more perlons of weak judgements and ti- 
morous diſpoſitions, than all the reaſons and 
arguments they could ever produce. This hath 
alwayes been the method of deceivers, to pre- 
tend to the higheſt, and then make the fin of 
thole who do not believe them as great, as if the 
thing were real.. "Thus the reje&ing mens Fa- 
natick prerences to Revelations and Extahies is 
cryed out upon, as blaſpheming the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and refuſing to believe upon the Roman Chur- 
ches pretended Infallibility, is called no lels, 
than denying Gods Veracity. We profels t9 
believe the-rrue inſpirations of the Holy Gh1ſt, and 
eyery title of what Crod hath revealed : but we 
will not {wallow Pretences for Evidences, nor 
Enthufalms for Revelations. For as the true' 
Religion was at firſt founded upon Divine Inſpi- 
ration ; 4o, we know that the greateſt corrupti- 
ons of /it have ſprung from the prerence to it. 
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Maimonides faith, that the firſt begaming of Pagan Idos 14,19. 
latry, was owing to the pretence of Inſpiration, and im 1aot. c. 1. 
4 - "Y- 

mediate Revelations for the Worſhip of the Stars.” How-{®* 5 


ever that be, weare certain the Devil made ule 
of Oracles and Enthuſiaſms , as the molt effectual 
B 3 means 
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means to bring men to the prattice of it , both 
in £yypt, in Greece and many other places; and 
they who have taken the _ ro colle&t them, 
have reckoned one hundred and fixry ſeveral Ora- 
cles that were in requeſt inthe times of Paganiſm, 
After Chriſtianity began to be ſerled in the 
world, the greateſt corrupters of it were the pre- 
tenders to Divine Inſpiration, as the falſe Apo- 
files, the Gneſticks, the Montaniſts, and many others. 
And the pretence tothis, is ſo much the more 
dangerous , becaulc it bids high, and is caſily 
taken up, and requires no learning or wit, but 
only confidence to manage it, and may carry 
men by impulſes and motions to rhe moſt un- 
warrantable a@ions, and where it meers with 
an Enthuſiaſtical remper , is very hardly re- 
moved. 

3. We may obſerve, that a truly infallible 
Spirit is not fafhcient to pur an end to Contro- 
verſies. For when was that ever more evident 
than in the holy Apoſtles after the miraculous de- 
{cent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them ? Many are 
apt to ſay now, That there will ntver be an end of 
theſe wrawglings, and Schiſms, and diſputes in Religion, 
tall there be an if allible Judge to put an iſſue to them , 
Bur were there not infalhble Cs in the Apo- 
ſtles tame, that gave infinitely greater evidence 
of an infallible Spirit , than any ever ſince 
have done ? But were Controverſies put to an 
end 
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end by it? Nocertainly, when the Apoſtles com-- 
plain ſo much af the Schiſms, and diviſions, and 
errers, and hereſies, and diſputes , and quarel- 
lings that were among them. And if ſo great 
an evidence of a Divine Spirit manifeſted by their 
Miracles, had no greater effe&t then, what can 
we imagine the ſhadow of $. Petey, or the dream 
cf infallibility can do in the Roman Church ? 
And give me Hen to (ay, it.is the Inquiſution and 
not infallibiliry, which keep things quiet among 
them. But God deliver us from fuch an cad of 
Controverſies. | 
| 2. The falſe Prophets and Apoſtles pretended 
to greater mortification and (elf-denyal thanthe 
true Apoſtles did, S. Huron: underſtands their Hier. we 
coming in Sheeps clothing, of this pretence to-greater * 
ſeverity and rigour of life than athers uſed. "Thoſe 
that go about to deceive, muſt appear to have 
ſomething extraordinary this way, ta raiſe an 
admiration of taem. among, thoſe who judge of 
Saints more by their looks, than by their attians. 
Whereas the greateſt Hypacrites have hcen al- 
wayes the, greateſt pretenders this way. Qus 
blefſed Savigur gvas. {o far from making any 
ſhew of this rigour and ſeverity, that he was re 
proached by the Scribes and Phariſces , thoſs 
mortified Saints, ta be 9 wine-bibber, a friend. ta 
Publicans and Sinners. Alas! what heavenly looks, 
and devour geſtures, and long prayers , and fre- 
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quent faſtings had they more than Chriſt or his 
'Piſciples ? The poor Widows were ſo'raviſhed 
with their long prayers, that they thoughrrhey 
could not do betrer with: their' houſes or eſtates, 
than to put them into the hands of ſuch morti- 
fied men tothe world: till they found, notwirh- 
ſtanding their Sheeps clothing, that by their devouring 
they were ravening Wolves. Thole that ſeem ſo 
much to fly from the world,do bur as Souldiers 
in a Battel ſomerimes do, that ſeem to fly from 
their enemies, but only with a defign to make 
them follow, that they may have the more ad-' 
vantage upon them, One would think no men 
were {o afraid of the world, as they that ſeem to 
run ſo faſt from it, but they Jay their Ambuſ- 
cado's to;entrap it, andif once 'it gets into their 
hands, no men know better how tobe revenged 
npon it. Whar pleaſant incongruities are thele ? 
ro ſce met grow rich by Vows of Poverty, re- 
tired from the world, and yet the moſtunquiet 
and buſie im ir? Moriized to the pleaſures of 
life, and yet delighting moſt in tollowing the 
Courts of Princes? Such kind of men were the 
Pharifees of old : and who womld have thought, 
that under the Name of that Jeſus, who ſo much 
dereſted and abhorred their hypocriſie, there 
ſhould others ariſe, who have outdone them in 
their own way? As though Chriſt had ſaid, Ex- 
cept your righteouſneſs be like the righteouſneſs -4 the 


cribes 
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Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall not enter intothe Kingdom of 
Heaven. But we need not wonder that in thele lat- 
ter ages ſuch prerencesſhould be made uſe of,fince 
in the very beginning of the Chriſtian Church, 
M theſe were the common arts of deceivers. They 
, found fault with the Apoſtles, as giving too much 
, hberty ro men in the Ule of Marriage and 
Meats; but they thought the ſtate of the one 
was not agreeable to their ſanCtity, nor the free 
uſe of the other conſiſtent with their ſevere and | 
mortified like. For they did forbid to marry, and com- 1 Tim. 4-3, 
manded to abſtain from meats. 'T hey would not make 
uſe of the liberty which God had allowed, but 
1t they were ready to take that which -he bad for- 
1 bidden : theretore'the Apoſtle gives the true cha- 
racer of them when he Faith, they ſpake lyes inbys' -© 
_ There was an outward ſhew of ſanctity 
and ſeverity in their doctrine, but no men are 
obſerved by Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians to have-been 
more eager of whar God had forbidden,than they 
who were ſo (crupulous about what God had al- 
lowed. We do not ſay, the cale isaltogether 
the lame , where men are forbidden abſolutely, as 
though Marriage were unlawful 'n it ſelf ; which 
was the cale of the antient Hereticks; and 
where it is forbidden only to a particular Order 
of men, as.it is in the Church of Rome: butthis 
we ſay, that where it is forbidden to a particular 
Order of men , as though it did not become the 
C ſantiity 
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fanitity of that Order z this is reviving that hy- 


pocrilie which S. Paul condemns : efpecially 
when ir is forbiddery or-fuch an account as Pope 
Sirius did it, becanfe they that are in the fleſh cannot 


pleaſe God; which is ineffect ſending all married 


perſons to Hell. This was one part of the pre- 
tended mortifacation- of falſe Teachers about 
Marriage, the other was about Meats. S. Paul 
knew no fuch holineſs in, one ſort of Meat above 
another, as though men could faſt their bellies 
full of one, but the leaſt raite of the other de- 
ſtroyed.it. What a pleaſant thing it is to ac- 
count that faſting, which the unmortified Epi- 
cures of old accounted their moſt delicious feaſt- 
ing, viz, Fiſh and Wine ? This is not doing ſo 
much as the Phariſees did, for they appeared unto 
men to faſt: but in the Church of Rome they can- 
not be ſaid todo that, unleſs faſting and cating 
be the ſame thing. But may.not.the Church call not 
eatins probibited'meat faſting * No doubt it may ; as 
well as call that. no bread, which we ſee, and 
taſte, and handle to be bread. However | can- 
not underſtand, but it their Church had ſo pleaſ- 
ed, the cating Fleſh and abſtaining. from Fiſh 
might have been. called faſting, and ſo-they 
might have made a. one entire. Faſt of a whole 
years cating: and notwith{tanding all the pre- 
rence of faſting and:mortification-inthat Church, 
Ecannot fee that any. man is bound by the Laws 


of 
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.of ir, to keep one true faſt all the dayes of his 
life. Burif ah the mortufication required, lyes 
cnly in a diſtinfon of meats, the falſe Apoſtles went 
beyond them in it, for they utterly forbid ſome 
ſorts, ſaying, touch not, taſte not, handle not , and not Col. 2. 24. 
meerly to ſhew their obedienceto the commands 
of the Church, but that they might not gratihe 
the deſires of the fleſh, and therctore the Apoſtle 
{aith , theſe things had on that account a ſhew of V. 23. 
wiſdom in them, being in all probability taken from 
the ſevere precepts of the  wremars Philoſophy, 
which makes him bid them, Beware leſt they were .V.8. 
ſpoiled through Philoſophy and vain deceit, after the tras 
dition' of men, and the principles of the world, and not af- 
ter-(briſt. For if this ſort of mertification were 
a thing {o pleaſing to God, the Heathen princi- 
ples were more agreeable to his nature, thanthe 

orine of (riſtianty. This @nly requires 
the fubduing our inward lufts, and in order to 
that, tokeep the body in ſubjefion ; bur in the 
myſteries of the Heathen Religion far greater (ec- 
verities were to be undergone, in order'to their 
participatioivot them. And the hardthips were 
jo great in ſome of their initiations, eſpecially 
thoſe of Mithras , that ſome dyed before they 
could paſs through them : and yerfor any to be 
admitted without them , was preſent death to 
them, They were to make confeſtion of their 
fins, fhave their beads , change their abies, le 
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#/ym the bare ground , faſt for ſeveral dayes, and 
when thry eat , it was to be only of ſome. certain 
meats ; thele and many other ſeverities they were 
ro £9 through in order to the purifying their 
louis, as they thought, and bringing them tothe 
ſtare they were in before they came into the bo- 
dy. Some part of thele hardſhips the Pythagore- 
ans took into their Philoſophy ; and from them the 
(0-ſ9'an; began to be intefted with them : bur 
S.'Faul calls them only am deceits, the command; 
ments and doctrines of men, things that made a fair ſhew, 
but he looks upon them as corruptions of the 
doctrine of Chriſt, Yet afterwards the Montaniſts 
and Fucratite and others were much {tricter and 
more frequent.in thele faſts and abſtinence, than 
the Catholick Chriſtians; bur the Church 
thought fit to condemn them, as corrupters of 
Chrittianity. By all which we ſee, how aptmen 
arc to be deceived by falſe Teachers, when they 
pretend to. ſo much Mo-tification above what 
Chriſtianity requires fromthem. 

2- They pretended to know the mind of 


Chriſt better than. che Apoltles did: they precend- 


| e&d,, that they had converſed familiarly with 


Chriſt upon earth, and underſtood his meaning 
better than the Apoſtles did. And therefore their 
Diſciples in the (þburch of (ormth, were neither for 
Paul, nor Apollo+, nor ( epbas, but they were only 


for Chriſt : and gave out that from him they un- 
derſtood, 


| (i9) 
derſtood, that wharhe had ſaid concerning the 
Reſurrettion,was only to be underſtood of the ſtate 
of Regeneration : which doctrine it ſcems had got- 
ten great footing in the Church of Corinth by theix 
means. | hey repHrted, that the Apoſtles under- 
ſtood only ſome common and ordinary things, 
bur rhe deter and more hidden myſteries were on- 
ly made known to them : which makes S. Paul 
in his Epiſtles ro thole Churches which they had 
corrupted, {| eak. (o often of his underſtanding 
the myſteries of God : But we ſpeak the wiſdom of God 


in a myſterie , even the hidden wiſdom which God ors 


1 Cor. 27. 


dained before the world to our glory : having made known Epb. 1. 9+ 


mito us the myſterie of bis will : whereby ye may nnder: 
ſtand my knowledge m the myſterie of Chriſt, Therrue 
Apoſtles declared, that they kept back nothing of the 
counſel of GoJ, bur delivered it openly and plainly, 
to make all men ſee and underſtand what that myſterie was: 
the falſeApoltles pretended, that the Dodtrine and 
Writings of the Apoſtles did not contain alt.che 
great myſteries of the Goſpel. ; bur they were re- 
ceived trom Chriſts own mouth, and-conveyed to 
others by a ſecret and oral tradition. The things 
written by the Evangeliſts they couldnot deny to 
be true, but they were dark and obſcure, and 
could not be-underſtood but by the help of their 
Oral Tradition : and upon this principle, Cerins 
thus, Baſilides, Valentmus, and Marcion went, as ap- 
pears by Ireness, For when they law, they could 

| C3 never 
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never make good their DoCtrines by the writings 
of the New Teſtament they ſought to blaſt the 
reputation of theſe, and ter up the Authority of 
an Oral Tradition above them, Men do not ule to 
pick quarrels with their Friends; and therefore 
when we find any charging the Scripture with 
obſcurity and imperfe&tion, we have reaſon to 
believe, they hope for no comfort fromvir. 

4.They made uſe of the moſt ſubtle and crafty 
methods of deceiving.”To this end they were very 
buſie and a@ive, watching every opportunity . 
therefore S. Paul charges them with ſleight and cun- 

Eph. 4. 14. Ming craftineſs, lying in wait todeceive : 4. e. wich uſin 

all the arts and tricks of deceivers: as (1.) By 
deep diſſimulation and diſguiſing themſelves; | 
not appearing at firſt to be what they reallyare., 
nor letting them underſtand, what their true do- 
rine and delign is. If any of thoſe they hope 
to gain, obje& any thing againſtthem, how do 
they pity their ignorance, and revile their Tea- 
hers, that-did ſo foully miſrepreſent their Do- 
Erinestrothem.! Alas for them poor men, they 
neither underſtand usnor our Religion! © They 
© have taken up things upon truſt, & their preju- 
* dice will not ſuffer them to examine things as 
* they are, Have you not been told thus ws thus 
* concerning us, and not one word of it is true? 
© Never truſt {uch men more,come be perſyaded 


«by us, and then you ſhall be truly enlightned, 
(2.) By 
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(2.) By raiſing prejudices againſt their Teachers ; 
as they did in the (hrch of (ormth againſt S. Paw, 
repreſenting him asa man of amean and contemptiMle 2Cor.10.1, 
preſence, and rude in ſpeech. © Come, ſay they, and 11-6 
* hear our Preachers, with what admirable elo- 
_ & moving expreſſions they ſpeak, how 


they dart beams of light intomens minds, and 


"*trike through the ſouls ofmen!you wouldnever 

© care for thisdull & obſcure way of S.Paul more. 

Bur this is -a ſmall thing to diſparage only his 

gifts; ©Obſerve ſay they þ is dodrine,and (ee whi- 

*eher it tends,isnot he againſt thoſe har forbid to. 

** marry, & abſtain from meats? Judge now whi- 

* ther theſe looſe doctrines lead men. So S. Paul 

tells us, that they had reprefented him as one that 2Cor.10.2, 
walked after the fleſh ; and had prevailed ſofar up- 

on the people by theſe ly inſinuarions, as though 

all he aimed at, was only for his own advantage, 

iz, that he might be popular, andger hirnfelfan 

intereſt among that rich people of ( orintb, ſo that 2Cor.11.8- 
he tells them, he was fain to live upon other Churches 

todo them ſervice: and he tells us afterwards the falſe 

Apoſtles gap the occafion of it * and in the (hurches of 12. 
Galatia they had turned his greateſt triends ro be 

his encmies; and he gives this account of it, they #4: 15 
would exclude us, that you might affett them. ( 3. ) By TY 
ſowing Schiſms and divihons among them. This 

was their maſter-piece , to beget contentions 

where they could not prevailthemſclyes. Whar 


| 
| 1Cor. 1.12. 
| 
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| 
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joy wasit tothemto ſee in the Church of Corinth, 
ſuch parties and factions made among them? ſome 


 forPaul, ſome for Apollos, ſome for Cephas ; from 


hence proceeded envying , and ſtrife , and diviſions 
among them , and this gave them a fair opportunity 
of breaking them in pieces one againſt another, 
And ry Ae the Apoſtle ſaw it neceſlary to uſe 
the urmoſt means to cure thele diviſions among 
them; andelſewhere beſceches the Chriſtians to 
mark them that cauſe diviſions and offences contrary to the 
doftrine which ye have learned, and avoid them ; for they 
that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt but their own 
belly; and by good words and f air ſpeeches deceive the hearts 
of the ſimple : i.e. they carry on their own defigns 
and intereſts, by theſe means ; and therefore ſtudy 
all the wayes to foment and increaſe them. *Wh 

* ſhouldthe dilciples of Peter yieldto thoſe of Pawl, 
© and why ſhould not thoſe of Apollos be regarded 
<* as much as either.? And ſuch was the unhappy 
ſucceſs of theſe. mens arts inthis divided Church 
of (orinth, that notwithſtanding all the care of 
S. Pas to put an end to their factions, they brake 
out with greater fury afterwards, as appears by 
the Epiſtle of (lemens to them: and he rakes no- 
tice of thoſe who did caſt the arrows of contenti- 
on among them : and therefore he makes that the 
chief argument of his Epiſtle, ro defeat the deſign 
of the falſe Teachers, by perſwading them to 
peace and unity among themſelves. ( 4.) By __ 

mo 
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moſt plauſible inſmuations. By good words and fair 
ſpeeches, ſaith S. Paul, they deceive the bearts of the fim- 
ple : they might find by their ſoftneſs and gentle- 
nels that they were in Sheeps clothing. How meek 
and humble, and inſinuating are they where they 
have any hopes of a prey! how do the bowels 
of theſe ravening Wolves yearn towards the filly ſheep, 
that look only on their outfides! They would 
not hurra limb of them for all the world! No- 
thing but meer zeal for their good, could make 
them run ſuch hazards, and venture ſo much as 
they do! What cnd could they havein following 
ſuch ſtray Sheep, bur to reduce them to the true 
ſheepfold > Thus, if the Wolves may be believed, 
there is no danger tothe Sheep but from their Shep- 
Þerds : let them but forſake them, and then fee 
what admirable love, and peace, -and unity the 
would live together in: but the Apoſtle wel adds 
ro all this, deceiving the hearts of the frmple, for none 
eHe are capable of being thus deceived, by all 
their fairpretences and aufible infanzcions 

5- The falſe Teachers were for a more pom- 
pous and cafie way 'of Religion , than the true 
Apoſtles were : Theſe were for the purity and ſim- 
plicity of the Goſpel of Chriſt, the other were for 
joyning the Fewnſh Ceremonies and the Heathen Cu- 
ſtoms together with ir; and by this means they 
hoped with much more caſe to gain Proſelyres to 
them;eſpeciallty when to this they added a _ 

D iberty 
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liberty in mens lives; ſo that by theſe offers;they 
hoped to gain the vain, the ſuperſtitious, and the 
profaner tort wholly ro them Sec how S. Paul 
deſcribes them, having a form of godlineſs, but denying 
the power of it ; for of this ſort are they which creep into 
houſes, and lead captive ſilly women laden with ſins, led 
away with diver, luſts. 1 heſe were ſubjects rightly 
diſpoſed t& be deceived by them: their folly made 
them capable, and their Juits very tractable to 
ſuch a formal, pompous, eafie Religion: It was 
by this indulgence of men in their fins, thar vile 
Sect of the Guoſticks gained ſo much ground in the 
beginnings of Chriſtianity. 'S. Chry/.ſtom thinks 
theſe words of our Saviour have a particular re- 
ſpect to the foregoing words, Strait 1s the gate and 
narrow is the way that leadeth unto lie, and few there be 
that find it. Now thele words coming ynmedi- 
ately after ſeemto imply, that theſe falſe Prophets 
were for making the gate wider, and the way to 
Heaven larger than Chrift hath. done, and {uch 


need not fear they ſhall have many followers,and 
eſpecially ofthole who are fartheſt from.the King- 


dom of Heaven. All the bleſlednels our Saviour 
romiles, is to the humble and .contrite, to the 
meek. and. righteous, to-the mercirul,” pure and 
peaceable :. but if others make eaſier. conditions 
of bleſſedne(s, no wonder if their doctrine be en- 
tertained by thoſe who are willing to be happy, 
but unwilling to leave their fins. As if falſe 
| - Teachers. 
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Teachersſhould turn our Saviours Beatitudes in- 
to ſuch as theſe: Bleſſed are ye, if ye confeſs your ſins 
th a Prieſt, and receive. the Sacrament of Penance , for 
your fins are forgiven. Bleſſed are ye , if ye Vow p9- 
verty, and leave the world , for ye ſhall inberit the earth. 
Bleſſed are ye, if ye go in Pilgrimages, and viſit the ſe- 
ven ( hurches ( eſpecially in a year of Jubilee, and receive 
the _ benedittion.) for ye ſhall be called the (Children 
of God. Bleſſed are ye, if ye do or ſuffer evil for the Ca- 
tholick Churches ſake ; for great ſhall be your reward in 
Heaven... Bleſſed are they, that howſoever they live, dye 
mS, Francis his habit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Hea- 


477 


ven. For ſo Gregory the ninth ſaith, that S. Francis 5c, 
obtained this priviledge of God , that whoſoever bad that Privileg. 


-babit on, could not dye ill: and S. Francis adds himlelt, - —_ 


That whoſoever loved his Order in his heart, how great a 
ſinner ſoever be was, ſhould obtain mercy of God. And are 
-nottheſe much eaſier terms of bleſſedneſs, than 

thoſe our Saviour layes down? Beſides,that which 

makes the way to Heaven more narrow, is that 
our Saviour declares, be came not to deſtroy the Law, 
'but to fulfill it : and adds precepts of his own toit : 
Bur donot they make the Way to Heaven much 
. opener, that teach men to diſlolve both the Law 
and the Precepts of Chriſt?For this isthe language 
of theſe falſe Teachers, if we bring their doctrine 

to the manner of our Saviours Gy 1 "Ye 


© have heard, that it hath been (aid of old, Tho 


« ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and bim only ſhalt thou 
4 D 2 - © ſerve 
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*/erve,. butwe ſay unto you, that ye are to give 
* worſhip both to Saints and Angels. Ye have 
© heard, that it hath been faid by them of old 
** rime; Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any graven Image, 
$ 


* nor the likeneſs of any thing, 8&c. but we ſay unto 
'* you, that this Command may be left out among 
* Chriſtians. You have heard that it hath been 
* ſaid of old, Thou ſhalt not kill: but we ſay unto 
©<you, that to murder Princes , blow up Par- 
* bw deſtroy Hereticks is lawful for the 
© good of the Catholick Church. You have heard, 
* thatit hath been (aid of old, Thou ſhalt not commit 
** adultery :. but we ſay unto you, that marriagein 
* a Priett is worle than fornication. Thus far for 
the Law; now ler us fee the liberty they rake as 
to the precepts of the Goſpel. © Ye have heard that 
* it hath been ſajd by Chriſt, Drink ye all of this; 
© but we ſayunto you, that notwithſtanding this 
© precept of Chriſt, the Laity muſt nor doit. You 
© have feed, that it hath been ſaid by the Apo- 
© ftle, that men oughtto pray with pars fart uf 
 ©©we ſay. unto you, that men need not underſtand 
* what they pray for. Ye have heard that ye have 
® been commanded both byChrift and his Apo- 
* {Hles, to Read the Scriptures : but we forbid: the 
© people to read the Scriptures, and ſay, thar 
©# more hurt than good comes by it. Judgenow, 
whether the charaCter of falſe Teachers do not be- 
long torhem,who have found another way,nay,2 
| contrary 
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conrary way-to Heaven, to that which-our Savi- 
our directed 2 And ſomuch for the Caution here 
given, andthe Reaſon annexed to it ; Beware of 
falſe Prophets, for they come to you in Sheeps clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening Wolves, I come now, 

2. TotheRulc laid down by our Saviour for 
the judging of them; By their fruits rus know 
them. He doth not ſend men to an infalli le Judge 
to know the true and falſe Teachers from eacho- 
ther, but layes down ſuch a Rule as he ſuppoſed 
might be ſuthcient to dire& menin their judge- 
ment of cher. If Chriſt had everintended to have 
left ſuch a Vicar upon earth., whoſe judgement all 
Chriſtians are boundto follow, he would never 
baye put them to fuch a needleſs tryal of mens 
Doctrines by their Fruits: the ſhort and plain way 
had been to have {aid thus, There will falſe Teachers 
ariſe, but remember that you are to obey and follow the. 
Biſhop of Rome; . aud if youwill be faved, I command. 
you, to bald. in communion ,with him, This had been 
the fulleſt and cleareſt diretionin the world:,; and 
nodouhr, if our blefſed Saviour had meant any ſuch. 
ning Cuch was his care. of the ſouls of mes,; thus 
would have been one of the firſt and plaineſt pre- 
cepts.of the Goſpel, Bur fodark andobſcure, fa. 
remate and impertincnt are the proots.braught 
| from Scripture for the Popes Supremacy, that L dace 
| Fay, thar AriftotlesPubticks do prove #. much. betas 
than;any T'exc inthe Bible : and. thale b fappele 
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have been of my opinion, who py paſſing 


over the paſſages of Scripture, have deenlarge in 
prove that Monarchy is the beft Governm:nt, and 
therefore ought to be in the Church. Which ar- 

gument if it have any force for an Huiverſal Mo: 
narchyin the Church, 1ſhould not at all wonder 

to ſee the ſame perſons zealous to promote an 
Univerſal Monarchy in the World roo; Por if the 
argument in the (anon Law be good, That thePope 

Gregor. de 45 above the Emperour, becauſe God created two 
5,21 ""*© great Lights,the Sun and the Moon : I hope the ſame 
'_  reafon, which will prove it neceſſary for the Sun 
to rule the day, will equally hold , "that the Moon 
ſhould rule the night. And1ihall eafily agree, that 
when it will be thoughr reaſonable -E all the 
Kings and Princes inthe world to ſubmit them- 
felves to one Univerſal Monarch, it may bethen ex- 
pedient for all particular Churches, to give up 
their rights tothe Pope. In the mean time we 
think ir moſt convenient to follow our Saviours: 
Rules, to judge of mens pretences, how great 
and haughty ſoever, by the fruits they produce. 
Which Rwle is not to be underſtood concerning 
the particular attions of men which have no reſpect 
totheir dottrines ; for asS. Chryſoſtom obſerves,ma- 
ny Hereticks have been men of excellent lives,and 
fo on the contrary ; but we are to underſtand it 
of thoſe fruits which their do&rines have a di- | 
- re& influence upon. * And therefore this =_ 
ath 


of another world, andby the moſt powenul mo- 
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hath a particular reſpe& ro two things by which 
we are to. examine the faireſt pretences : wiz; 
t. The deſign they tend to, 2. The means made uſe. 
of for the accompliſhing this deſign. If there- 
fore the deſign be quire of another nature from 
that of the Goſpel ; if the means be ſuch as are di- 
rely contrary to it, we may from thence. jultly 
inferr, that how plauſible ſoever the pretences 
are, how fine and (oft ſoever the Sheeps clothing be, 
yet inwardly they. are ravening Wolves. _ 

t. | begin therefore , with the deſign of theig 
doctrines. Nothing is more eaſie, than fos men 
rounderſtand the Jpn of Chriſtianity, ix; the 
exerciſe of all Chriſtian vertues to fit men for the 
Kingdom of Hleayen :; for our Saviour declares, 


That his Kingdom is not of this world ;, that he came Job.18.36. 


not to meddle with the rights of Princes, or td 


diſpoſe of Crowns and Dominions ;. all that he 
aimedat, was to poſſeſs men with a firm beliet 


tives to pertlwade men to repentance , and a (0- 
ber, righteous, and a/godly life. And if they did 
thele Fiogs what ever troubles and difficulties 
they .met with in. this world, ſhould be abun- 
dantly. recompenſed in that to come. "This is 
the main ſcope and deſign of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion ; and the great art of the falſe Prophets lay 
in-chis, that they prerended” ſtill tro own Chrifti- 
anity, (which was their Sheeps clothing) bur Rs 
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by ſecret and pernicious mixtures of their own 
doctrines to undermine and pervert the whole de- 
fign of it. So S. Pal ſaith of them, not that they 
did oppoſe, but that they did pervert the Goſpel of 
Chrift. Tmarvel, ſaith he, that ye are ſo ſoon removed 

Gal. 16 7+ from him that called you into the grace of (iſt to another 
Goſpel: which yet is not another, but there be ſome that 
trouble you, and would pervert the Goſpel of ( briſt. Now 
I deſire, ir may be conſidered, whether any thing 
doth more effeCtually pervert the deſign of che 
Goſpel, than the ſerring up a Kingdom in this 
world under the pretence of ir, that thould be pa- 
ramount to all Princes and Porentates, and to 
which they owe ſubje&tion & obedience?And yet 
this hath been the open and avowed delign of the 
COOIOIE in the Church of Rome for the 

aſt ſix hundred years. I do not deny but there 
were ſome racks to it before, and wile men 
might eaſily gueſs what it would come to, if the 

' deſign came once to be managed by a man of 
Spirit and courage, as it was by Gregory the ſe- 
venth, who in a Council at Rome publiſhed his fa- 
mous Di&tates, viz. That there is but one Name in the 

Baror. An. World, viz. that of the Pope : that it was in bis power to 

$076. Se. Jepoſe Emperours, and abſolve Subjefts from obedience to 

_ ther Princes. Now the grand deſign-breaking out, 

all other chings were. contrived and carried on 

which were thought neceſſary to-accompliſh it : 
and there being two things needful for the main- 
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tenance of ſuch a pretended Monarchy, viz; ſuf- 
ficient numbers of men, whole intereſt ſhould lye 
in upholding it; and yu revenues to {upport 
the dignity of it : Thele two were taken care of 
with all the art and induſtry imaginable. For 
the farſt, it was neceſſary to diſengage them from 
all Civil intereſts, and yet to preſerve their ho- 
hour and reputation with the people. The for- 
mer could not be done while the Clergy gave 
hoſtages of their fidelity to the Civil Government 
by the intereſt of their Families and Children, 
therefore this Pope did moſt ſeverely forbid all 
Clergy mens marrying ; that as the old Roman 
Souldiers were forbidden marriage while they 
received pay, leſttheir domeſtick intereſts ſhould 
abate their courage ; ſo the Cetbate of the Clergy 
was ſtrictly enjoyned, to make them more ule- 
ful and hearty for this _ But leſtthe num- 
ber of theſe ſhould not be thought ſufficient , 
great {warms of Monks and Friers were encouraged 
and diſpericd in all Countreys,and to make them 
.more faithful ro this intereſt ( becauſe Princes 
might oblige particular Biſhops who might curb 
and reſtrain theſe ſpiritual Janizgries ) therefore 
they wereexempr from their jurildiction,and kept 
in immediate dependence on the Pope, To give 
yet further encouragement to both Orders, the 
Doctrine of Eccleſiaſtical Liberty was {et on foot , 
not a liberty from the Law of Moſes, or the pawer of 
| E Y 
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 .,} up 
Sin, or the dominion of Satan, which is all the Liberty 
the Goſpel ſpeaks of, bur an exemption from the 
power of the Civil Magiſtrate; in ſo much, that 
the Popiſh (o/ft determine, that Rebellion m a 
(lergy-man is no Treaſon, becauſe he 1s nt ſubjett to the 
84 Apher, (fvil power. And this doctrine of Liberty is no 
Y.Clericw. invention of the Jefuits ; butir is determined by 


» 


= the famous (ounculs of (onſtance, Lateran, and Trent, 
Sf. 19. that Lay perſons have no Turiſdiftion over Eccleftaſtical. 
oy Burt beſides this, the Pope hath other tyes upon 
Conc. Trid, them ; every Biſhop is at this day ſworn to obey 
Sefſ. 25- the Pope at his Conlecration ; all the Regular 
V. Pontifie Clergy are under a Yow of blind obedience to their 
Rem. in Superiours, who are more immediate]y influenced 
——_ by the Court of Rome. Now ſuch an infinitenum+ 
: ber of perſons being made thus ſure to the Papal 
Intereſt, it muſt be 1o ordered, that theſe perſons 

may prelerve their reputation among the people; 

tothis end, they are told, that they muſt depend 

wholly upon the Prieſthood for matters of faith 

and ſalvation, and it is of mighty concernment to 

them to have the good will of the Prieſts, forthat 

upon their good or bad intention depends the 

making or marring of their Sacramems. Bur thar 

no deſigns might be carried on, which they ſhould 

not underſtand, never was there ſuch an inventt- 

on to that purpoſe , as Auricular Confeſsion : and 

yet that the people may have greater reverence to 


their Prieſts, they are told, that they can make 
their 
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their God-at any time by pronouncing the Five 

Words of Conſecration. And what cannot they 

do, ( as one of them bravely ſaid) while they 

have their God in their hands, and their Prince 

on his knees * And both theſe dodrines of (on- 

feſsion and Tranſubſtantration were defined by the 

fame Pope Innocent thethird, aman of the ſame 

ſpirir wy undertakings with Gregory the ſeventh, 

Andlaftly, that no ſupplies ſhould be wanting to 

ſupport the Grandeur $ the Papal See, beſides the 
retended Donations and Conceſſions of Princes, 

all arts imaginable were uſed to drain money 

out of all Countreys in ſubje&tion to the Pope, 

and ro empty it into the Popes Treaſury. This very 

Kingdom of ours was a remarkable inſtance of 

this, during its Kr, under the Popes Ty- 

ranny. For an account being taken in Henry = 

Eighthstime, it was found, that in the compalsof 

forty years foregoing,noleſs aſum than 160000 . Antiq. 

was carried to Rome upon the ſole account of = > _ 

knveſticure of Biſhops, beſides the vaſt ſumms 

that were raiſed by Peter-pence, Diſpenſations and 

Indulsences, which were a kind of Contribution 

upon the ſins of the People. Thus we ſee, how 

the deſign was laid and managed for an Wniverſa 

Monarchy in the Charch. But ſome will ſay,that 

the world is grown wiſer now. T heartily wiſh it were 

fo, for nothing would be more prejudicial to 

rhe Papal Intereſt, than its being ſo. Bur lerusnot 
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deceive our ſelves,the pretenſions are as high and 
as great atRome tothis Monarchy as ever they were. 
And what ever ſome vainly diſtinguiſh of the Court 
and (hurch of Rome in this macter, it1s certain thoſe 
of the Court of Rome not only aſſert, but prove ir 
too, that this doErine hath been the doctrine of 
the Roman (urch for {ix hundred years; and they 
produce for it beſides a great number of Authors 
no fewer than ten( ouncils, whereof twoare allow - 
ed by them to be general,viz;thoſe of Lyons and La- 
teran. But this is not all, butthey contend for it nor 
as a probable opinion, bur as a thing certain and of 
faith, and that not barely at Rome, but even in 
France. For in the memory of many yet alive,after 
a hot debate in ageneral Aſſembly of the three E- 
A.D.1615. ſtates at Paris, the Popes Power of depoſing Princes was 
aſlented to by all the Nobility and Clergy of that 
Kingdom. - Some particular perſons among them, 
may and do oppoſe it of late ; but they are excom- 
municated at Rome for doing it;and thereby declared 
as much asthey can be, not to be S's fi of their 
(hurch,for daring to oppoſe ſo Orthodox and Ca- 
tholick a Doctrine as the Popes power of depoling 
ry. of Princes. Nay,Cardinal Perron ſaithin his eloquent 
pert de ls Oration to the third Eftate art Paris,who oppoſed 


m—_ this Do&rine , That wnleſs it were approved , it foc- 
how encelle lowed that the ( burc þ of Rome for many Ages hath been 


du tiers the Kingdom of Antichriſt , and Synagogue of Satan : 


Eftat. ſur ; 
V'article du Serment Par Monſig. 1 Eminentif. Cardinal du Perren L' An. 1615. 
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and King James tells us, That the Pope in bis Letter of 
thanks to the Nobility, for complying with this blefſed —_—_ of 
Dottrine, called the Commons or Depaties of the third the Righr 
Eftate, Nebulones ex fxce plebis, a pack of Knaves % dr” 0 
of the -very dregs of the People. Very obliging lan- face. 
guage from the Had of the Church! When all that 
the Commons defired, was only to have this Opi- 
nion condemned, That the Pope hath power to depoſe 
Princes, and that killing of Kings is an aft Meritorious 
to the purchaſe of the Crown of Martyrdom : but this 
by all their inſtances and arguments, they could 
never obtain ; butthe Nobility and Clergy over- 
ruled theminit. For the (lergy King James ſaith, 
He did not wonder ſo much, becauſe they look on them: 
ſelves as properly Subjefts to the Pope, and. therefore are 
bound to, advance that Monarchy to. which they belong. 
But for the Nobility, ſaith he, the Kings right arm, to 
proſtuute, and ſet as it were to ſale, the Dignity of their 
King, as if the arm ſhould give athruſt unto the bead ; 
I ſay, for the Nobility to bold and maintain even in Paxlia- 
ment their King is lyable to depoſition by any forreignPower 
or Parentate, may it not paſs for one of the ſtrangeſt Mi- 
racles, and rareſt Wonders of th: World * For that once 
granted, this conſequence is good and neceſſary ; that in 
cafe the King once lawfully Wooſed, ſhall ſtand pon the 
defenſive, and bold out for bis right, he may then be 
lawfully murthered Which conſequence is very 
well underſtood at Rome, and allowed to be good 
by the Roman ( afuiſts; and yet the eloquent Car- 
dinal 
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dinal calls that Doctrine which makes Princes in- 
depoſable by the Pope, A breeder of Schiſms, a gate 
that makes way for all Hereſie to enter ; and a Dottrine 
to be beld in ſuch deteſtation, that rather than he and his 
fellow Biſhops will yield to the figning thereof , they will be 
contented like Martyrs to burn at a ſtake, Bleſſed 
Martyrsthe mean while ! and fit to be pur inthe 
ſame Calendar with the Gunpowder Traitors, who 
ſuffered, as I ſhall thew preſently, on the ſame 
rinciple ; methinks they might have choſen a 
L_ Cauſe to have dyed Martyrs for. Bur 
ſurely it muſt be -an' Article of faith, and a main 
point of their Religion, which makes men Mar: 
tyrs who ſuffer for it. And ſuch no doubt, ir is 
accounted among them ; whenthe ſame Cardi- 
nal ſaith, That it leads men not only to unavoidable 
Schiſm, but manifeſt Hereſie to deny it , and that it obs 
lizes men to confeſs, that the Catholick Church hath for 
many ages periphed from the earth , for he confident- 
ly avows it, that all parties in the Catbolick Church bave 
held it, and the whole French -( burch till the time of 
Calvin ; that if this Doftrie be not true, the Pope us [0 
far from being Head of the (Church and Vicar of Chriſt, 
that he is a Heretick and Antichriſt, and all the parts of 
their (Church are the Limbs of Antichriſt. And if they 
be ſo, we cannor help it: but think we have 
reat reaſon to ſecure our ſelves againſt the in- 
Fation of ſuch pernicious principles both to 
Chriſtianity 'and the Civil Government. And 
what 
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what can be more oppoſite tothe deſign of Chri- 
ſtianiry, when that requires men to obey even 


Infidel and Heathen Governours far conſcience ſake, Rom. 13-5, 


this Doctrine makes it lawful ro depoſe, deſtroy, 
and murder Chriſtian Princes for the Pope and the 
Churches ſake ? This is the firſtthing we are to 
examine falſe Teachers by ; iz; the deſign of their 
Dottrines. 

2. By the means made ule of to accompliſh this 
deſign : If things in themſelves evil, repugnanr 
ro the principles of humane nature, and thoſe of 
civil ſocieties, as well as tothe precepts of Chri- 
ſtianity, are made lawful only for the carrying 
on their deſign , we need not go farther to exa- 
mine them," tor ly theſe fruits we may know them, 
There are three things which mainly uphold Ci- 
vil Societies, 'Truth, Obedreuce, and a care of the good 
6f-others , bur if men fall notchrough any ſudden 
infirmity orſurprize, bur openly and avowedly 
juſtifie the lawtulnels of fqalſhoad, treaſon-and cru- 
elty, when they are intended. for the carrying on 
their defign; what could they invent more con- 
erary to the Laws both.of Godand man'# where- 
in could they better dilcover themſelves, not- 
withitanding their Sheeps clothing, to-be meer rave- 
wing Wolves ? 1. Falſhood, and that both in their 
words and dealings. 1. In their words, by aſſerting 
the lawfulneſs of equivocation and mental reſerv:- 
tion in. their moſt. ſolema Anlwers- : -as Father 
Garnett,. 


Proceed. 
againſt the 
Trait. 


Eudaem. 
Joh, 
| Reſp.ad E 


po 
If. Caſanb, 
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Garnett, when the Lords asked him, Whether be had 
any conference with Hall 2 denyed it upon his Soul, and 


reiterated it with ſuch horrible execrations as wounded 


their hearts that heard him, and immediately upon Hall's 
confeſsing it, he excuſed himſelf by the benefit of equi- 
vocat.0u: which being objected againſt Garnett af- 
ter his Execution, the Roman Jeſuite Eudemon 
Johannes defends him in it , and faith it is 
lawful for a man to ſwear, and take the Sacrament upon 
it, when he knows in his conſcience, what he 
{aich to be abſolutely falſe, if he doth not help 
himſelf by a mental reſervation, And Treſham 
a little betore his death inthe Tower ſubſcribed it 
with his own hand, That he had not ſeen Garnett in 
ſixteen years before, when it was evidently praved, and 
Garnert confeſſed they had been together but the Summer 
before , and all khat Garnett had to ſay for him 
was, that be ſuppoſed be meant to equivocate. Lord! 
that men going into another world, ſhould think 
thus groſly to impoſe upon God and men What 
was ſpeech intended for, if not that others might 
andertihng our meaning by it ? Did ever any 
maa tell a Iyeto himſelf? Truthin words con- 
liſts in an entire propoſition, and not of one halt- 
{poken and half-concealed ? and if it be lawful 
= to abulc mankind, it was to no purpole ever 
to forbid lying; for any but meer fools ma 

help themſelyes in their mott ſolema proteltari- 
ons, by ſome ſecret referve,in their own _ 

| an 
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and o this principle makes way for all the lyes 
Or p_ in the world, if a man thinks that he 


is not bound to betray himſelf, or it he judges his 
own damage will be greater by diſcovering the 
truth, than the others damage will be by conceal- 
ing it. 2. Falſhood in dealings : and that notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt ſolemn Promiſes, nay, the 
Safe-condutts of Prmces. For notwithſtanding all 
their ſhifts and evaſions in this matter , no man 
that regards his ſafety, will ever pur his life into 
their hands for the fake of the Council of Conſtance. 
All that they have to ſay is, that The Emperaur did as 
much as lay in bim to do; but it belonged to the Council to 
proceed upon Hereticks , and the Emperour could not hinder 
that. And what is this, but plainly to ſay, that 
Princes are to keep their words with: Infidels and 
Catholicks, but they have nothing to do to keep 
their words with Hereticks? And if this be their 
principle, we muſt have a care how far we truſt 
them. 

2. Treaſon. It is the honour of our Church of En- 
gland, that it aſſerts the Rights of Princes lo clearly 
and fully, without tricks and reſervations; and 
all that mean honeſtly, love to ſpeak oy Bur 
how many cafes have they in the Church of Rome, 
wherein men are acquitted from their duty from 
their Princes ? If a Toy comes into the Popes 
head, or upon ſome Pique or jealouſie, he falls ro 


the cenſures of the Church, & excommunicates 4 
. - F Prince : 
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Prince : whatacaſe is this poor Prince in as to 
all choſe Subjects that think themſelves bound to 
obey the Pope ? They may lawfully in their 
own opinion riſe againſt him, fhght with him, 
aſſaſſinate and murder him. And which is very 
obſervable, all this while they are not bound to 
believe the Pope infallible in theſe cenſures-; ſo 
that right or wrong, if a Prince chance to fall un- 
der the Popes cenſures, we ſee what a liberty is 
leftto all his creatures to ruine and deſtroy their 
Soveraign ? The frequent attempts upon Q. Eliza- 
beth,the murder of Henry the Third of France after 
their excommunications by Pius the Fifth, and. 
Sixtus the Fifth,are ſufficient evidences of the dan- 
ger of Princes in theſe caſes. By which laſt in- 
ance, we ſee it isnot only the caſe. of Hereſie, 
which renders them obnoxious to the Popes cen- 
ſures; bur particular piques and quarrells ; or if 
the Pope chance to think a man unfit to govern, as 
in the caſe of (bilperic of France; or if they detain 
Church-lands belonging to Moxaſteries, in which caſe 
Becanus (ſaith expreſly,Kings and Princes areto be 
excommunicated anddeprived: and Pope Paul the 
Fourth was perfe&ly. of his opinion ; and de- 
clared, They were in a ſtate of damnation that held them. 
But ſo far ſome of them, are kind to Princes to 
ſay, That they ought not to be depoſed, till they are exs 
communicated , and yet Gregory the ſeventh befora 
excommunication deprived the Emperour _ 
c 
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the Fourth for the damnable Hereſic,of defending 
his own Rights. But ſince they are lyable rothele 
horrible cenfures upon ſo' many cauſes, we may 
fee how very tickliſh and uncertain the dodrine 
of Obedience muſt be among them, and that mens 
being guilty of Treaſon depends upon the Popes 
| — wn And methinks,herein the caſe of Princes 

elerves hugely to be pittyed, that when no man 
thinks it lawful to cut another mans throar, or put 
him out of his houſe and eſtate, becauſe he is ex- 
communicated ; yet if a Prince falls under ex- 
communication, he loſes preſently his right to 
the Crown, and his Subje&ts may take away 
Crown, liberty, and life from him. 

3- Cruelty. And by this they fully diſcoverthem- 
ſelves to be ravening wolves : when they have loſt 
all the tenderneſs, and love, and good nature of 
men or Chriſtians : when no deſign can be {o 
horrible or bloody, ſo miſchievous and treache- 
Tous, ſo baſe and cruel, but perſons will be found 
to undertake it, and that under a pretence of 
Conſcience and Religion. I need not here tell the long 
& dreadful ſtories of theRoman Inquiſition, the num- 
bers of thoſe in other Countreys who have been 


butchered on the account of Religion , but the Fatt, 


I mean the (onſpiracy,( for-God be thanked it went 
not farther) which we bleſs God for the diſcovery 
and defeating of this day, doth abundantly mani- 


feſt the fruits of thoſe dodrines, which they had 
F 2 fucked 
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ſuckedin from the Roman Church. If only a few 
deſperate perſons upon perſonal provocations 
had been engaged in {ſo villainous a deſign, we 
ſhould have had never the leſs reaſon to thank 
God for our deliverance ; bur ſince it doth appear, 
that thoſe perſons who undertook it, pretended 
nothing in it but conſcience and Reltgton, we have not 
only reaſon to abhorr the undertaking , bur the 
principles which animated them to ir. 

| know very well what Sheeps clothing hath been 
of late caſt over the molt barbarous cruelty of 
theſe ravening wolves ; and men by their impudence 
would endeavourto bear us down, that it was unly a 


ſts. . ; «bt 
Rel tothe projett of ſome few male-contents, drawn in by the ſubtilty 
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for Liberty 
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of a crafty Stateſman in thoſe dayes ; and that it ought not 
n juſtice or honour to be imputed to the principles of their 
Rel:2ion. Therefore to lay open before you the 
juſt and true circumſtances of this horrible Con- 
{piracy, I ſhall proceed upon thele three parti- 
culars. 

1. That the perſons engaged in it had no per- 
ſonal provocations to movethemto it. 

2. Thar all the motives they ha#to ic were 
from the principles of their Religion. 

3- That the Church of Rome hath never ſince 
deteltedthe principles upon which they acted; or 
ſet any mark of infamy onthe Actors in ir. 

1. That the perlons engaged in it had no per- 


{onal provocations. What injury had (atesby, 


or 
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or Percy, or Treſham, or Digby received from the 
King or Parliament, to ftir them up above thou- 
ſands of others tobe the great managers of (o hel- 
liſh aPlor? Did not they enjoy their eſtates and 
places, and one ofthem ar ( ovurt too? Why ſhould 
- theſe men venture lives, eſtates, honours, tamilies, 
and all that was dearto them ? Were their eſtates 
confifcated before; and themſelves every hourin 
| danger of having their throats cut? This might 
make men of high ſpirits grow deſperate. Bur 
not the leaſt tittle of all this was prerended,by the 
moſt enraged of them : nothing but Zeal for Re- 
ligion and the Catbolick Cauſe, was ever pleaded by 
them. To which purpole theſe are remarkable 
words of King James in his Speech in Parliament up- K. James's 
on the diſcovery.For if theſe Conſpirators,ſaith he, had __ > 
| ouly been bankrupt perſons, or diſcontented upon occaſion of hy 
any diſ graces done them, this might bave ſeemed to have 
been but a work of revenge. But for my. own part, as T 
ſcarcely ever knew any of them, ſo cannot they alledge [0 
much as a pretended cauſe of greef , and the wretch bim« 
ſelf m bands doth confeſs, that there was no cauſe movmg 
bin or them, but Meerly and Only Religion. And the 
King himlelf again ayowed it tothe whole Chri- x, James's 
ſtian world, That the Papiſts had not before this horrible Works , 
deſagn, the leaſt colour of. any di/ content from him : that is 
be bad ſo far ſuſpended penalties, and abated the rigorous 
execution of Laws againſt them, to ſuch a degree, as gave 
great [uſpicion to bus beſt Subjetts,, who told. him what 
would. 
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would be the fruit of all bis kindneſs to them. Nay he ſaith, 
they grew to that beight of pride in confidence of his Mild 
neſs, as they did direttly expeft, and aſſuredly promiſe to 
themſelves Liberty of ( ouſcience, and _ with his 


other Subjefts in all things : that be bad ſhewn particular 
Favours to many of them, gave them free acceſs to him, 
eaſed them of their payments, ſet 'their Prieſts at liberty, 
granted a general Pardon to them after convittion. Now 
after -all this, what colour or pretence in the 
world can there be to ſay, that only diſcontent 
and deſpair brought theſe mento it ? 0, but it might 
however b the cunning of a great Mmiſter of State, to 
draw a few Gentlemen and others into ſuch a Plot. This 
know is-ſuggeſted and believed by ſome, who 

| thinkita fine thing to talk out of the common 
| road, and to be thought more skiltul in My- 
\ ſteries of State than other men. But I would fain 
\tinderſtand from whence they derive this pro- 
found intelligence at ſuch a diſtance of years. If 
ing James may be believed, if the Popiſh Hiſto- 
ians and Apologiſts at that time may be credi- 
ted, there was notthe leaſt intimation given,cither 
by the AFors or Sufferers, from abroad or at home 
of any ſuch thing. Was notthe world ſufficient- 
ly alarm'd at the news of this dangerous and un- 
parallel'd Conſpiracy ?. Were not men very in- 
uiſitive into all the particulars ? and thoſe of the 
Gharch of Rome, eſpecially the Jeſuits concerned in 
point of honour to wipe off the ſtain trom them- 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, and to caſtthe odium of it on a great Miniſter 
of State? Were not two of the Jeſuits who were 
conſcious of the Plot, preferred afterwards at 
Rome ? and how many Writings came from thence 
abour it?and yetnot one man diſcovered the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of any ſuch thing, It they gooninthis 
way withoutthe leaſt ſhadow of proot to lay the 
contrivance of this Plot ona profeſſed Proteſtant: for 
all char | know, by the nextage, they may hopero 

erſwade men, that it was a Plot of Proteſtants ta 
a up 2 Popiſh King and Parliament, 

' 2. That they hadall their Motives and encou- 
ragements from the principles of their Religion 


to undertake ſuch a deſign. ( And Philoſtratus con- L. 7. Vit. - 
tends, that the murder of Domitian ought rather ro 1P** 


be attributed to the doarines of Apollonius, than to. 
the hands of Stephanus and Parthenius. ) For which 


we are to conſider, that they were fully poſſeſſed: 
with this as a principle of cheir Religion, That it 


was abſolutely in the Popes power todeprive heretical Prins 


ces of their dominions : which had been rooted in: 


them, eſpecially after thar Pius the Fifth had fully: 


declared it in his Bull againſt Queen Flizabeth. In her 


caſethey made no.ſcruple to deſtroy her if they- 


could, and thought they ſhould do it with agood 


conſcience. And there are no Villains in. the: 


world like thoſe who are Villains out of conſci- 


ence. Butas tothe Quens Succeſſor, the Pope 
had declared nothing ; till ſuch time as Garnett 


being 
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\,, being Propincial of the Jeſnits, had received two 
am Briev's from Rome, wherein he declared, That in 
Swpplicar, Caſe they ſhould ſuſpeFt the Queens Succeſſor would not be 
P-133- true to their Religion, it was lawful for them to uſe their 

endeavours to keep him from the ( rown. 'T hele Briev's 
hs Garnettſhews to Catesby, who took the riſe of his 
Trairors, deſign from hence. And when afterwards in con- 
Garrer's ference Garnettdeſired him to know the Popes opi- 
9 nion init, he replyed, That he needed mit ask that, for 
if it were lawful to exclude him before he came to the 

Crown, it was lawful to tike him away when be was mpyſ- 

ſeſſion of it. Which argument was ſo ſtrong, that 

arnett either had no mind, or was not able to an- 

{wer it. All the ſcruple Catesby had after this was, 

whether it were lawful to deſtroy the innocent and guilty to- 

gether : which Garnett fully reſolved him an, fo it 

were for the greater good of the Church. Upon 

theſe two grounds as Widdrington,a Roman Catholick 

well obſerves, Catesby laid the Foundation of his 

whole conſpiracy. After this,it's evident by mani- 

feſt proofs, and Garnetts own confeſſion under his 

hand, that he and other Je/uits did underſtand the 
particulars of the Plot ; and Teſmond another Je- 

ſuit and he diſcourſed the circumſtances walking 
together in Moor-Fields ; and that not in confeſ$ion,as 

is pretended, for the Jeſuit did not contels it as a 

faulr, but adviſed with him abour particulars, and 

asked him, who ſhould be Protettor of the Kingdom after 

the Plot took effett ? as Garnett himſelf conteſled. 

Bur 


Ea * 
But ſuppoſe it had been in cor 48 - whymi 
not Toon be diſcovered as well as Here Y git 
their (aſuifts acknowledge, that Hereſie may be 
revealed. There is only this difference, that Treas 
ſon is only againſt Secular Princes, but Hereſie againſt 
the intereſt of their (hurch; which isdearer to them 
than all the Princes lives in the. World. Yea,ſo bu- 
ſie were the Jeſuits in encouraging this Plot, that 
they not only debated it among themſelves ; but 
one of them gave them the Sacrament upon the 
Gath of Secrecy, and then ablolved them after the 
diſcovery ; another prayed for good ſucceſs,ano- 
ther comforted them after it was diſcovered by 
the examples of good deſigns that had wanted 
ſuccels. And ml we after all this believe, that 
only a few diſcontented Laicks were engaged init,and 
that it wasnothing art all ro their Church 2 when 
the Jeſuits gave all the encouragement to them in 
it, in point of conlcience: lo thar it was truly, as 
well as wittily ſaid of one, That the Jeſuits double 
garment might well be called ( harity, becauſe it cove: 
red a multitude of fins. 
3- But if the ({burch of Rome give no com 
ment to ſuch a&tions; why hath it nor deteſted 


« the principles upon which ir was grounded? Why 


hath it not removed all ſuſpicion in the minds of 
Praxces and Pele of giving any countenance to 
ſuch treafonable defigns ? But on the contrary, 
the _re doctrines are ſtill avowed, and the per- 
G ſons, 


4 


Widdring- 
ton. Appen. 
P- 150. 
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ſonsof the Conſpirators honoured. Widdrington 
ſaith, that Garnetts name was inſerted into the Engliſh 
Martyrology, though he gave it under his hand,that 
he dyed tor Treaſon, That his bones were kept for 
Reliques, and his Image ſet over Altars, as of a holy Mar- 
tyr ? Is this the honour of Regicides and Traytors in 
the Roman Church 2 When inthe late / ocooyar 
Rebellion, the prevailing Fa&tion had proceeded 
to ſuch a height of Wickedneſs, as to take away 
the life of our Gracious Soveraign, how did the 
(turchand Nition groan and grow impatient till 
they could vindicate the honour of our Religion 
and Countrey ! not only by an execution of Ju- 
ſtice on the perſons of the Regicides, but by decla- 
ring in Parliament againſt the principles that led to 
it. Whar hath there been 7 na Ike this in the 
(ourt or (hurch of Rome, againſt the principles or 
actors of this Gunpowder-Treaſon ? If it had fcceed- 
ed, by all that we can ſee, Paul the Fifth might 
have admired the providence of God init, as much as 
Sixtus the Fifth did in the murder of Henry the 
Third of France: and we miay gueſs his mind 
ſhrewdly by the Bulls he publiſhed-againft the 
Oath of Allegiance, which the King was BE for 


his own ſecurity to impoſe onthe Papiſts after this 


Conſpiracy. With what ſcorn and contempt doth 
Bellarmme treat the King in his Writings againſt 
him, and tells him in plain terms, ;if he would 


be ſecure, he muſt give liberty to their Religion ? I 


OS 
ſeems 
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ſeems then, their principles are dangerous to 
Princes where they have it.not. © What mark- of 
dithonour was there ſer by their own party on 
any one of the Conſpirators ? Two of the Jeſuits 
upon their arrival at Rome, mer with ſuch hard 
uſage, that one was made the Popes Penitentiary,the 
other a (onfeſſor in S. Peters at Rome. And is not 
this the way tolet the world fee, how deteſtable 
ſuch perſons and praRtices are to their Church 
To conclude all, I challenge thofe of the Roman 
Church to produce any one ſolemn Declaration 
of that Church, (1 do nor ſay of Secular Powers 
or ſome particular perſons, or Councils-rejeted 
at Rome ) whereby they make it unlawful forthe 
Pope to depoſe Princes, or to abſolve Subjects 
from their Oaths of Allegiance ro them: © Bur in+ 
ſtead of that, even inthis preſent age of ours, that 
opinion which makes it unlawful, hath been 
condemned at Rome by three ſeveral Popes, Paw! 
the Fifth, Inmcent the Tenth, and Mexander the 
Seventh : and which is more conſiderable; -all 
three have condemned ir with a particular reſpect 
to the caſe of His Majeſties Subjeds; and not 
meerly condemned it as a falſe opinion, but «s 
wicked and contrary to faith. And is not the world grown 
wifer now, as totheſe marters ? Bur if they be nor, 
I hope we may be. And after their frequent 
Treaſons and horrible Confpiracies, and princi- 
ples, neyer.diſowned by their Church, hayewe 
, 'G 2 dF. 1 8 
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not reaſon to entertain ſuſpicion of rhenq,, as to 
their principles of Civil Governme, till. they 


give. ſufficient ſecurity , that theſe pernicious 
principles have no influence upon them? ,_ 
* Butbleſſed be thatGod,thathath hichertodefeat- 
edthe malicious purpoſes of the inveterate enemies 
of our'Church and Religion : that hath brought tg 
ft Sal, and yet continued 
u#inche enjoyment of the benefits of this mighcy 
deliverance to this day. May the ſame'Gractous 
God go on ſtill to protect our eſtabliſhed Religi- 
on, againkt all Forreign Uſyrpations and Dome, 
ſick Faftions. --May our love to it{bll increaſe, 
and our zeal for. its preſervation make us ſtud 
the belt means to brved ; tharneither Diviſ- 
ons among our hes, nor Aflzulcs of our. com- 
mon enemies may be ever able to ruine andde- 
ftroy it ; that we may ſill (ay with the, Plalmiſt, 
Bleſſed be the Lord, wha hath not given us over as. a prey 
unto their teeth. | Our ſoul is eſcaped as a Bird,ont fr the 


ſnare. of the fowlers ; the ſnare is braken aud we are 


eſcaped. Our help is in the Name of the Lord wha made 
Heaven and Barth. 63 »]:'2 96701 
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